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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin\16A).. Camglete each item by marking ‘“x” in the appropriate box or

by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the prope! ein
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from:the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Forr}i 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or-fomputer, to complete all items.

-documented, enter ““N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions,
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1. Name of Property

historic name ___Palmito Ranch Battlefield

other names/site number Palmito (or Palmetto) Hill Battlefield, 41CF93

2. Location

street & number __ South of Highway 4 (Boca Chica Highway) nfa not for publication
city or town ___Brownsville X vicinity

state ___Texas code _TX  county _ Cameron code _061  zip code 78520

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this KJ nomination
B request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

% meef [ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

ally [] statewide locally. (D See tinuation sheet for additional comments.)
Pl
,%/% %m”@@a?o?ﬁé, [99%

“Sighatiire of certifying official/Title Date

State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission
State of Federal agency and bureau

fAture-ofeerifying official/Title

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: ‘}ob Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[%entered in the National Register.
(] see continuation sheet. [l)ukuu‘ééﬁc*\é[u 9 é/ 23/93

[J determined eligible for the
National Register
[] See continuation sheet.

[] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

] removed from the National

Register.
[ other, (explain:)




Palmito Ranch Battlefield
Name of Property

Cameron County, Texas
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private U] building(s)
[J public-local (] district
(] public-State X site

[J structure
[] object

(R public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 11 buildings
2 6 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
2 17 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Defense: Battle site

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agricultural/subsistence: Agricultural field

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _N/A

walls N/A
roof N/A
other N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets 7-1 through 7-3.
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. 7 1 Falmito Ranch Battlefldd
Sfirtion number Page Brownsville, Cameron County, Texas

Description:

Pdmito Ranch Battlefied lies on awindswept plain a the southmodt tip of Texas,
midway betwean Brazos Idand and Brownsville, on goarse land characterized by marsh ad
cheparrd with afew scatered hillocks (See Photogrgahs 1 through 5). The neme of the area
ocomes from the PAmetto tress that dot the landscgpe wherever the terrain risss afew feet
aoove sa leve. Mid 19th century artifacts can be found a the remans of early ranches ad
ralroad canps  The south boundary of the battlefield follows the current course of the Rio
Grande River, while the Highway 4 (Boca ChicaHighway) marks the north boundary. The
west boundary roughly follows aline extending southward from Loma del Muerto to the Rio
Grande, and the eedt boundary roughly follows a line extending southward from the westmogt
tip of Vardolaga Lake to apoint on the Rio Grande midway between Tarpon Bend and Stell-
Lind Banco No. 128. (See the accompeanying mgp for a thorough depiction of the battlefied
aea) Theaeais subect to frequent hurricanes and squdls. Only afew pamanat
buildings are a the periphery of the battlefield, primarily inthe vicinity of PaAmito Hill.
Since thisportion of south Texas hes not bean aubjected to much devdopmeant, the battlefield
remans rdatively unchanged, and thus retains its integrity to a high degrea

Of the mgor geographic locations assodaed with the Battle of PAmito Ranch — the
battlefield. Fort Brown, Brazos Santiago, Maamoros and Bagdad — only the battiefield
itsdf remains rdaively undtered Snce the battie. Bagded is now gone, and only the
acheologicd features from Brazos Santiago depot remain, while Brownsville hes grown to
engulf Fort Brown and Maamoros hes continued to grow.  Thelack of extenave
devdopment a the battiefield is due manly to the undable nature of both the topogrgphy and
the dimate. The battiefidd lies on a somenhat barren plain, where the only vegetation
congds of marsh plants and chaparrd.  The areds name is derived from the samdl PAmetto
tress that gopear wherever the landscaperi sesa few feet dove sa leve (sse Photogrgph 1).
The dimate is harsh and unpredictable, with extremndy wet, gormy winters and hot, humid
ammas Aswadl the soil is unauitable for extensve farming, grazing, or building
devdopmant, and thus the battiefidd remains remarkably smilar in character to the way it
gopeared a theti meof the battle. The only significant difference is the course of the Rio
Grande, which continued to dter its path during the dmog 130 years Snce theti meof the
battie.



